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Highly cited Geology papers (2000-2010)—What were they and

who wrote them?

Reviewers for Geology, most often experts in
their field, are asked if the submitted manuscript
is “novel, provocative, and of broad interest.”
The Science Editors (also full-time academics)
try to balance the reviewers’ various views on
these criteria to publish manuscripts that have the

potential to become highly influential papers. The
question is: How successful are we, as a scientific
community, at recognizing these manuscripts
during the review process? This article addresses
this question by presenting mean annual citation
rates for the 3208 papers published in Geology

between 2000 and 2010. The data come from Web
of Knowledge (http://wokinfo.com; all databases)
and are averaged over the number of years since
publication; i.e., 2010 citation totals are divided
by 2, 2009 by 3, etc. The data were extracted by
Science Editor P.A. Cowie in October 2012.
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. Zhang, P.Z., Shen, Z., Wang, M., Gan, W.J., Burgmann, R., and Molnar, P., 2004, Continuous deformation of the Tibetan Plateau from global positioning
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. Chung, S.L,, Liu, D.Y,, Ji, J.Q., Chu, M.F,, Lee, H.Y., Wen, D.J., Lo, C.H,, Lee, T.Y., Qian, Q., and Zhang, Q., 2003, Adakites from continental collision
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at the Precambrian-Cambrian boundary in Oman: Geology, v. 31, p. 431-434, doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2003)031<0431:EOCANA>2.0.CO;2
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Xu, J.F., Shinjo, R., Defant, M.J., Wang, Q., and Rapp, R.P., 2002, Origin of Mesozoic adakitic intrusive rocks in the Ningzhen area of east China: Partial
melting of delaminated lower continental crust?: Geology, v. 30, p. 1111-1114, doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2002)030<1111:OOMAIR>2.0.CO;2
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p. 123-126, doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2002)030<0123:DSPROE>2.0.CO;2
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Kennedy, M.J., Christie-Blick, N., and Sohl, L.E., 2001, Are Proterozoic cap carbonates and isotopic excursions a record of gas hydrate destabilization
following Earth’s coldest intervals?: Geology, v. 29, p. 443—-446, doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2001)029<0443:APCCAI>2.0.CO;2
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3. *Williams, H., Turner, S., Kelley, S., and Harris, N., 2001, Age and composition of dikes in Southern Tibet: New constraints on the timing of east-west

extension and its relationship to postcollisional volcanism: Geology, v. 29, p. 339-342, doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2001)029<0339:AACODI>2.0.CO;2

2000 1.

*Clark, M.K., and Royden, L.H., 2000, Topographic ooze: Building the eastern margin of Tibet by lower crustal flow: Geology, v. 28, p. 703-706,
doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2000)28<703: TOBTEM>2.0.CO;2

. Gutscher, M.A., Maury, R., Eissen, J.P., and Bourdon, E., 2000, Can slab melting be caused by flat subduction?: Geology, v. 28, p. 535-538,

doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2000)28<535:CSMBCB>2.0.CO;2

. Zheng, H.B., Powell, C.M., An, Z.S., Zhou, J., and Dong, G.R., 2000, Pliocene uplift of the northern Tibetan Plateau: Geology, v. 28, p. 715-718,

doi:10.1130/0091-7613(2000)28<715:PUOTNT>2.0.CO;2
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10 are typically cited 12-15 times per year.
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An attempt to analyse these papers for
subject area proved futile, as many of them
are strongly interdisciplinary, and the titles
speak for themselves.

15.5% of the first authors of these papers are women
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